
         The Indian Book of Big Ideas 
      by Mukunda Rao 

 
Select Bibliography 

 
Kapila 
 
Dasgupta, Surendranath. A History of Indian Philosophy, Volume III. New 

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2015. 
Founders of Philosophy. New Delhi: Publications Division, 1981.  
Hiriyanna, M. The Essentials of Indian Philosophy. New Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass, 1995. 
Radhakrishnan, Sarvepalli. Indian Philosophy, Volumes I and II. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1989. 
 
Kanada 
 
Founders of Philosophy. New Delhi: Publications Division, 1981. 
Harshananda, Swami. The Concise Encyclopaedia of Hinduism. Bangalore: 

Ramakrishna Math, 2008. 
Hiriyanna, M. The Essentials of Indian Philosophy. New Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass, 1995. 
 
Patanjali 
 
Feuerstein, Georg and Ken Wilber. ‘The Wheel of Yoga’. The Yoga Tradition. 

New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2001. 
Maehle, Gregor. Ashtanga Yoga: Practice and Philosophy. Novato: New 

World Library, 2006. 
White, David Gordon. The Yoga Sutra of Patanjali: A Biography. Princeton, 

NJ: Princeton University Press, 2014. 
 
Mahavira 
 
Dundas, Paul. The Jains. London: Routledge, 1992. 
Hemacandra. The Lives of the Jain Elders. Translated by R.C.C. Fynes. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998. 
Hiriyanna, M. An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, 1978. 
Radhakrishnan, Sarvepalli. Indian Philosophy, Volumes I and II. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1989. 
Upadhye, A.N., ed. Mahavira and His Teachings. Bombay: Shree 

Vallabhsuri Smarak Nidhi, 1977. 
 
The Buddha 
 
Armstrong, Karen. Buddha. London: Phoenix, 2006. 
Carus, Paul. Gospel of the Buddha. Varanasi: Pilgrims Publishing, 2003. 



Hanh, Thich Nhat. Old Path White Clouds: Walking in the Footsteps of the 
Buddha. New Delhi: Full Circle, 2007. 

Murti, T.R.V. The Central Philosophy of Buddhism. A Study of Madhyamika 
System. New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd, 
2010.  

GargiRahula, Walpola Sri. What the Buddha Taught. Oxford: Oneworld 
Publications, 2007 

Rao, Mukunda. The Buddha: An Alternative Narrative of His Life and 
Teaching. New Delhi: HarperCollins Publishers, 2018. 

Sangharakshita. A Survey of Buddhism: Its Doctrines and Methods through 
the Ages. London: Tharpa Publications, 1987. 

 
Gargi 
 
Brihada-ranyaka Upanis.ad 4.5.1. Translated by Swami Madhavananda. 

Kolkata: Advaita Ashram, 1960. 
‘Chapter VI–Yajnavalkya and Gargi (I)’ in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, in 

The Upanishads. Translated by Swami Nikhilananda. New York: 
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda Center, 1987. nikhilananda.pdf. 
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/upanishads_nikhilananda
.pdf 

Therigatha: Poems of the First Buddhist Women. Translated by Charles 
Hallisey. Murty Classical Library of India. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 2015. 

 
Nagarjuna 
 
Burton, David. Emptiness Appraised: A Critical Study of Nagarjuna’s 

Philosophy. New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2001. 
Kalupahana, David. Mulamadhyamakakarika of Nagarjuna: The Philosophy 

of the Middle Way. New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2005. 
Murti, T.R.V. The Central Philosophy of Buddhism: A Study of Madhyamika 

System. New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd, 
2010. 

Murty, K. Satchidananda. Nagarjuna. New Delhi: National Book 
Trust,1971. 

 
Bhartrihari 
 
Coward, Harold G. The Sphota Theory of Language: A Philosophical 

Analysis. New Delh: Motilal Banarsidass, 1997. 
Patnaik, Tandra. Śabda: A Study of Bhartrihari’s Philosophy of Language. 

New Delhi: D.K. Printworld, 1994. 
Poems from the Sanskrit. Translated with an Introduction by John Brough. 

London: Penguin Books, 1977. 
 
Adi Shankara 
 
Dasgupta, Surendranath. A History of Indian Philosophy, Volume I. New 

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2015.  

http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/upanishads_nikhilananda.pdf
http://www.vivekananda.net/PDFBooks/upanishads_nikhilananda.pdf


Hiriyanna, M. An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press, 1978. 

Madhava-Vidyaranya. Sankara Digvijaya: The Traditional Life of Sri 
Sankaracharya. Translated by Swami Tapasyananda. Madras: Sri 
Ramakrishna Math, 1980 

Sankara the Missionary. Mumbai: Central Chinmaya Mission Trust, 1978. 
 

Basavanna 
 
Nandimath, S.C. A Handbook of Virasaivism. New Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass, 1979. 
Ramanujan, A.K. Speaking of Siva. New Delhi: Penguin Books, 1973.  
Rao, Mukunda. In Search of Shiva: A Novel. Bangalore: Dronequill 

Publishers Pvt. Ltd, 2010. 
 
Allama Prabhu 
 
Allamana Vachanagalu: Selected Vachanas of Allama Prabhu. Edited by Dr 

L. Basavaraju. Mysore: Geetha Book House, 1997. 
Nagaraj, D.R. Allama Prabhu Mattu Shaiva Pratibhe: A Critical Study of 

Allama Prabhu and the Shaiva Imagination. Heggodu, Sagar: 
Akshara Prakashana, 1999.  

Nandimath, S.C. A Handbook of Virasaivism. New Delhi: Motilal 
Banarsidass, 1979. 

Ramanujan, A.K. Speaking of Siva. New Delhi: Penguin Books, 1973. 
Rao, Basrur Subba. Allama Prabhu: A Study in Philosophy with Translation 

of Poems. Bangalore: Shri Mangesh Publishers, 2007. 
 
Akka Mahadevi 
 
Nandimath, S.C. A Handbook of Virasaivism. New Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass, 1979. 
Ramanujan, A.K. Speaking of Siva. New Delhi: Penguin Books, 1973. 
Ramaswamy, Vijaya. Walking Naked: Women, Society, Spirituality in South 

India. Shimla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 2007. 
Rao, Mukunda. Sky-Clad: The Extraordinary Life and Times of Akka 

Mahadevi. New Delhi: Westland, 2018. 
Sreekantaiya, T.N. ‘On Akka Mahadevi’. In Women Saints: East and West, 

edited by Swami Ghanananda and John Stewart Wallace. 
Hollywood: Vedanta Press, 1979. 

 
Thiruvalluvar 
 
Ambrosia of Thirukkural. Translated by Swamiji Iraianban. New Delhi: 

Abhinav Publications, 1997. 
Rajagopalachari, C. Kural: The Great Book of Tiru-Valluvar. Mumbai: 

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 1996. 
Robinson, Edward Jewitt. Tamil Wisdom: Traditions Concerning Hindu 

Sages and Selections from Their Writings. New Delhi: Asian 
Educational Services, 2001. 



 
Nandanar 
 
Peterson, Indira Viswanathan. Poems to Siva: The Hymns of the Tamil 

Saints. New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1991. 
Sivananda, Swami. Sixty-three Nayanar Saints. Sivanandanagar: The 

Divine Life Society, 1999. 
 

Andal 
 

Chakravarty, Uma. ‘The World of the Bhaktin in South Indian Traditions: 
The Body and Beyond’ (PDF). Manushi, Volume 10, Nos. 50–52 
(1989).  

Chari, S.M. Srinivasa. Philosophy and Theistic Mysticism of the Alvars.New 
Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1997. 

Sarukkai, Priya and Ravi Shankar. Andal: The Autobiography of a Goddess. 
New Delhi: Zubaan, 2016. 

 
Ramanuja 
 
Dasgupta, Surendranath. A History of Indian Philosophy, Volume II. New 

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 2015. 
Hiriyanna, M. An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, 1978. 
Radhakrishnan, Sarvepalli. Indian Philosophy, Volumes I and II. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1989. 
Ramakrishnananda, Swami. The Life of Sri Ramanuja. Madras: Sri 

Ramakrishna Math, 1965. 
 
Lalleshwari 
 
Ghanananda, Swami and John Stewart Wallace, eds. Women Saints: East 

and West. Hollywood: Vedanta Press, 1979. 
I, Lalla: The Poems of Lal Ded. Translated with Introduction and Notes by 

Ranjit Hoskote. New Delhi: Penguin Books India, 2013.  
Kaul, Jayalal. Lal Ded. New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, 1972. 
 
Kabir 
 
Dharwadker, Vinay, trans. Kabir: The Weaver’s Songs. New Delhi: Penguin 

Books India, 2003. 
Songs of Kabir. Translated by Rabindranath Tagore. New York: Macmillan 

Co. Ltd, 1915. 
The Bijak of Kabir. Translated by Ahmad Shah. New Delhi: Asian 

Publication Services, 1977. 
 
Tukaram 
 
Chattopadhyaya, Harindranath. Tukaram. New Delhi: Rupa Publications, 

2002. 



Chitre, Dilip. Says Tuka: Selected Poetry of Tukaram. New Delhi: Penguin 
Books India, 1991. 

Ranade, Ramchandra D. Tukaram. New York: State University of New York 
Press, 1994. 

Tukaram. ‘Saintliness is Not to be Purchased in Shops’. Translated by 
M.K. Gandhi. 
 
Sankardev 
 
Barman, Sivnath. An Unsung Colossus: An Introduction to the Life and 

Works of Sankardev. Guwahati: Forum for Sankaradeva Studies, 
North Eastern Hill University, 1999. 

Borkakoti, Sanjib Kumar. Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva. Guwahati: 
Bani Mandir, 2005. 

Rajkhowa, Jyoti Prasad. Sankardeva, His Life, Preachings, and Practices: A 
Historical Biography, 2003. 

 
Krishna Chaitanya 
 
Banerji, Chitrita. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu: The Story of Bengal’s Greatest 

Bhakti Saint. New Delhi: Juggernaut Books, 2018. 
Prabhupada, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami. Teachings of Lord Chaitanya. 

1968. 
Thakur, Srila Bhaktivinoda. Sri Chaitanya: His Life and Precepts. E-

book.1896. 
 
Ravidas 
 
Callewaert, W.M. and P.G. Friedlander. The Life and Works of Raidas. New 

Delhi: Manohar Publications, 1992. 
‘Concept of Begampura’. Ravidassiadharam.in. http://www 

ravidassiadharam.in/concept-of-begampura/. Accessed 26 
September 2020. 

Kumar, Manish. Saint Ravidas. New Delhi: Prabhat Prakashan, 2015. 
Lorenzen, David. Bhakti Religion in North India: Community Identity and 

Political Action. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1995. 
 
Guru Nanak 
 
Grewal, J.S. The Sikhs of the Punjab. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1998. 
McLeod, W.H. Sikhs and Sikhism. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 

2004. 
Prasoon, Shrikant. Knowing Guru Nanak. Bangalore: Pustak Mahal, 2007. 

Singh, Kartar. Life Story of Guru Nanak. New Delhi: Hemkunt Press, 
1984.  

Singh, Khushwant. The Illustrated History of the Sikhs. New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press, 2006. 

 
 



Meera Bai 
 
Behari, Bankey. The Story of Mira Bai. Gorakhpur: Gita Press, 1935. 
Goetz, Hermann. Mira Bai: Her Life and Times. Bombay: Bharatiya Vidya 

Bhavan, 1966. 
Hawley, John Stratton. The Bhakti Voices: Mirbai, Surdas, and Kabir in 

Their Times and Ours. New York: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
Shekhawat, B.S. Translations of Meera’s Poems. 2019. 
 
Tulsidas 
 
Growse, Frederic Salmon. The Ramayana of Tulsi Das. Allahabad: Ram 

Narain Lal Publisher and Bookseller, 1914. 
Handoo, Chandra Kumari. Tulsidasa: Poet, Saint and Philosopher of the 

Sixteenth Century. Bombay: Orient Longman, 1964. 
Sri Ramacharitamanasa or The Manasa Lake Brimming Over with the 

Exploits of Sri Rama (with Hindi text and English translation). 
Gorakhpur: Gita Press, 1968. 

 
Vemana 
 
Brown, C.P. Verses of Vemana. Madras: V. Ramaswamy Sastrulu, 1911. 
Moorty, J.S. R.L. Narayana and Elliot Roberts. Selected Verses of 

Vemana.New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, 1995. 
 
Shishunala Sharifa 
 
Bhatt, Lakshminarayan. Santakavi Shishunala Sharif Saheb. New Delhi: 

National Book Trust India, 2011. 
Gubbannavar, Shivananda. Shishunala Sharif Sahebaru. New Delhi: 

Sahitya Akademi, 1992. 
Nagabharana, T.S., dir. Santha Shishunala Sharifa. 1990. 
Unpublished translations of Sharifa’s tattvapadas by H.S. Shivaprakash, 

2019. 
 
Sri Ramakrishna 
 
Ghanananda, Swami. Sri Ramakrishna and His Unique Message, third 

edition. London: Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre, 1970. 
Gupta, Mahendranath. The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna. Translated by 

Swami Nikhilananda. Chennai: Sri Ramakrishna Math, 2002. 
Isherwood, Christopher. Ramakrishna and His Disciples. Hollywood: 

Vedanta Press, 1965. 
Nikhilananda, Swami. Life of Sri Ramakrishna. Khat Khutam, 

Uttarakhand: Advaita Ashrama, 2008. 
 
Vivekananda 
 
Ghosh, Gautam. The Prophet of Modern India: A Biography of Swami 

Vivekananda. New Delhi: Rupa Publications, 2003. 



Mukherji, Mani Shankar. The Monk as Man: The Unknown Life of Swami 
Vivekananda. New Delhi: Penguin Books India, 2011. 

Nikhilananda, Swami. Vivekananda: A Biography. New York: 
Ramakrishna- Vivekananda Center, 1953. 

Paranjape, Makarand. Penguin Swami Vivekananda Reader. New Delhi: 
Penguin Books India, 2005. 

 
Narayana Guru 
 
Bhaskaran, T. Brahmarshi Sree Narayana Guru. New Delhi: Sahitya 

Akademi, 2009. 
Guru, Nataraja. The Word of the Guru: The Life and Teaching of Guru 

Narayana. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld, 2003. 
Kunhappa, Murkot. Sree Narayana Guru. New Delhi: National Book Trust, 

1982. 
Prasad, Swami Muni Narayana. The Philosophy of Narayana Guru. New 

Delhi: D.K. Printworld, 2003. 
 

Amir Khusrau 
 
‘Amir Khusro’. All Poetry. https://allpoetry.com/Amir-Khusro. Accessed 16 

October 2020. 
Behari, Bankey. Sufis, Mystics and Yogis of India. Bombay: Bharatiya 

Vidya Bhavan, 1991. 
Sharma, Sunil. Amir Khusraw: Poets of Sultans and Sufis. Oxford: 

Oneworld Press, 2005. 
 

Bulleh Shah 
 
Puri, J.R. and Tilaka Raj Shangri. Bulleh Shah: The Love-Intoxicated 

Iconoclast. Punjab: Radha Soami Satsang Beas, 1986. 
Behari, Bankey. Sufis, Mystics and Yogis of India. Bombay: Bharatiya 

Vidya Bhavan, 1991. 
 
Sri Aurobindo 
 
Paranjape, Makarand, ed. The Penguin Sri Aurobindo Reader. New Delhi: 

Penguin Books India, 1999. 
Purani, A.B. The Life of Sri Aurobindo. Puducherry: Sri Aurobindo Ashram, 

1978. 
Satprem. Sri Aurobindo, or the Adventure of Consciousness. Puducherry: 

Sri Aurobindo Ashram, 1968. 
Sri Aurobindo. The Supramental Manifestation AND Other Writings. 

Puducherry: Sri Aurobindo Ashram, 1971. 
 
Subramania Bharati 
 
Bharati, S. Vijaya. Subramania Bharati: Personality and Poetry. New Delhi: 

Munshiram Manoharlal, 1975. 

https://allpoetry.com/Amir-Khusro


‘Bharati, Subramania’. All Poetry. https://allpoetry.com/classics/alpha/ 
Subramania%20Bharati. 

Nandakumar, Prema. Bharati. New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, 1978.  
 
Jotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule 
 
Dhara, Lalitha, ed. Kavya Phule, Savitri Jotirao Phule. Mumbai: Women 

Development Cell, Dr. Ambedkar College of Commerce and 
Economics, 2012. 

Guha, Ramachandra. Makers of Modern India. New Delhi: Penguin Books 
India, 2012. 

Keer, Dhananjay. Mahatma Jotirao Phooley: Father of the Indian Social 
Revolution. Mumbai: Popular Prakashan, 1974. 

 
Rammohan Roy 
 
Ahluwalia, Shashi and Meenakshi Ahluwalia. Raja Rammohun Roy and the 

Indian Renaissance. New Delhi: Mittal Publications, 1991. 
Guha, Ramachandra. Makers of Modern India. New Delhi: Penguin Books 

India, 2012. 
Sankhdher, Brijendra Mohan. Rammohan Roy, the Apostle of Indian 

Awakening: Some Contemporary Estimates. New Delhi: Navarang, 
1989. 

 
Rabindranath Tagore 
 
Guha, Ramachandra. Makers of Modern India. New Delhi: Penguin Books 

India, 2012. 
Dasgupta, Sanjukta and Chinmoy Guha. Tagore: At Home in the World. 

New Delhi: SAGE Publications, 2013. 
Tagore, Rabindranath. A Tagore Reader. Edited by A. Chakravarty. Boston: 

Beacon Press, 1961. 
 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
 
Fischer, Louis. The Life of Mahatma Gandhi. New York: Harper and Row, 

1950. 
Gandhi, M.K. An Autobiography or The Story of My Experiments with Truth. 

Ahmedabad: Navajivan Publishing House, 1927, 1984. 
Gandhi, Rajmohan. Mohandas: A True Story of a Man, His People and an 

Empire. New Delhi: Viking, Penguin Books India, 2006. 
Gora. An Atheist with Gandhi. Ahmedabad: Navajivan Publishing House, 

1951. 
Guha, Ramachandra. Gandhi Before India. New Delhi: Allan Lane, Penguin 

Books India, 2013. 
Guha, Ramachandra. Gandhi: The Years That Changed the World, 1914-

1948. New Delhi: Allan Lane, Penguin Books India, 2018. 
Lindley, Mark. How Gandhi Came to Believe Caste Must be Dismantled by 

Intermarriage. Thiruvananthapuram: Centre for Gandhian Studies, 
University of Kerala, 1997. 



 
Birsa Munda 
 
Singh, Kumar Suresh. Birsa Munda and His Movement 1874–1901: A 

Study of a Millenarian Movement in Chotanagpur. New Delhi: Oxford 
University Press, 1983. 

Singh, Kumar Suresh. Birsa Munda (1872–1900). New Delhi: National 
Book Trust, 2002. 

 
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar 
 
Das, Bhagwan, ed. Thus Spoke Ambedkar, 4 Volumes. Bangalore: 

Ambedkar Sahitya Prakashana, Ambedkar Memorial Society, 1980. 
Keer, Dhananjay. Dr. Ambedkar: Life and Mission. Mumbai: Popular 

Prakashan, 1961. 
Kuber, W. N. Dr. Ambedkar: A Critical Study. New Delhi: People’s 

Publishing House, 1973. 
Nagaraj, D.R. The Flaming Feet and Other Essays: The Dalit Movement in 

India. Edited by Prithvi Datta Chandra Shobhi. Ranikhet: 
Permanent Black, 2010. 

Pilchik, Terry. Jai Bhim! Dispatches from a Peaceful Revolution. Glasgow: 
Windhorse Publication with Parallax Press, 1988. 

Robin, Jeanette. Dr. Ambedkar and His Movement. Hyderabad: Dr. 
Ambedkar Publication Society, 1980. 

 
E.V. Ramaswami 
 
Diehl, Anita. E.V. Ramaswami Naicker-Periar: A Study of the Influence of a 

Personality in Contemporary South India. Sweden: Scandinavian 
University Books, 1977. 

Gopalakrishnan, G.P. Periyar: Father of the Tamil Race. Chennai: Emerald 
Publishers, 1991. 

Omvedt, Gail. Dalit Visions. New Delhi: Oscar Publications, 2006. 
 
Asghar Ali Engineer 
 
Engineer, Asghar Ali. The Rights of Women in Islam. New Dawn Press 

Group, 2004. 
Engineer, Asghar Ali. A Living Faith: My Quest for Peace, Harmony and 

Social Change. New Delhi: Orient Blackswan, 2012. 
 
The Mother of Pondicherry 
 
Das, Nilima. Glimpses of the Mother’s Life. Puducherry: Sri Aurobindo 

Ashram, 1978. 
Joshi, Kireet. Sri Aurobindo and the Mother: Glimpses of Their Experiments, 

Experiences and Realisations. New Delhi: The Mother’s Institute of 
Research, in association with Motilal Banarsidass, 1996. 

Satprem. The Mind of the Cells: or Willed Mutation of Our Species. New 
York: Institute for Evolutionary Research, 1982. 



The Mother: A Short Biography. Puducherry: AuroPublications, Sri 
Aurobindo Society, 2014. 

 
Jiddu Krishnamurti 
 
Jayakar, Pupul. J. Krishnamurti: A Biography. New Delhi: Penguin Books 

India, 1986. 
Krishnamurti, J. Total Freedom: The Essential Krishnamurti. Chennai: 

Krishnamurti Foundation India, 2002. 
Lutyens, Mary. Krishnamurti: The Years of Awakening. London: John 

Murray Ltd, 1975; Shambhala Publications, reprint edition, 1997. 
Lutyens, Mary. Krishnamurti: The Years of Fulfilment. New York: Avon 

Books, 1983. 
Lutyens, Mary. Life and Death of Krishnamurti. London: John Murray Ltd, 

1990; New Delhi: Srishti Publishers and Distributors, 1999. 
 
Pandita Ramabai 
 
Jesudason, Savarirayan. Ashrams, Ancient and Modern: Their Aims and 

Ideals. Vellore: Sri Ramachandra Press, 1937. 
Schouten, Jan Peter. Jesus as Guru: The Image of Christ among Hindus 

and Christians in India. Translated by Henry and Lucy Jansen. 
Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2008.  

The Pandita Ramabai Story: In Her Own Words, Pandita Ramabai, 

published by Mukti Missiom, USA, 2018.   

Dyer, Helen S. Pandita Ramabai. Wentworth Press, 2016. 


